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From the Webmaster:
Welcome to the premiere issue of Flags, the eZine of
Hips-Roots.com. I hope you will enjoy this new
quarterly online publication from the Historic Iris
Preservation Society (HIPS). Our goal is to add yet
another layer of digital information for the historic iris
enthusiast and to be a supporting supplement to hipsroots.com & Roots. We’ll keep take particular interest
on what’s happening online in the information age.
Your submissions of articles, photos, news items,
comments and suggestions are always welcomed.

HIPS Slide Set #6
Fairmont Gardens &
Mrs. Elizabeth Nesmith
pg. 7-8

WELCOME!
Sondra Tillou takes over as HIPS’ new
Treasurer this spring. Thank you, Sondra!

In Case You Missed It:
The Fall 2010 Issue of Roots showed irises
displayed in the ‘English Box’ style. For more
information on this style of Display for Iris Shows
please see the AIS Display Toolbox:
http://www.irises.org/Member_Services/ais-toolbox-hortdisplay.html#English

Looking back, cont.

Treasure Island – (Kleinsorge, 1937) Yes, it's here a truly gigantic flower of bright, clear, rich yellow. Tall
stems, not a trace of Dykes blood in its parent- age,
hardiness beyond question.
Treasure Island is nearest to ideal of any of the
new yellows we have seen, because there is neither
the tell-tale purple flecking which eventually crops out
in those of the Dykes strain, nor the oftimes tender
constitution accompanying them. Still other fine new
golden hued introductions possess a suffusion of
olive on the haft, but not so with this one.
The illustration on the opposite page is an exact
reproduction in every detail except size, which is
reduced to fit the page.
And now here is good news ... Mindful of the high
merit of many new things in this field, and with the
desire to secure as wide distribution as possible, we
offer this super-introduction that could and should
command an initial price of $20 or $25 at the very
special low introductory figure of $10 Each
Only one to a customer, and we guarantee the
same price in 1938. It will be sold only to those who
agree to maintain this price next season.

Copper Lustre - (Kirkland, 1937)
Iris of the Century! Something new under the
sun, never before an iris like it, not another comparable
to it since it first opened in the Chancellor's garden.
Glistening and shimmering like a new penny, it
commands the immediate attention of every visitor, for
in addition to glowing and novel color it posesses size,
height, excellent branched stalks, and lush foliage ...
all these features combined with complete hardiness.
This novelty was first shown to us in Chancellor
Kirkland's own garden in Nashville Tennessee, in
1935. The following spring we flowered it in our
gardens and again viewed it elsewhere, with the result
that we were so impressed with its beauty and
individuality that we arranged with the introducer to
acquire all of the remaining stock in his hands. We are
indeed proud to offer this stock at a new low price so
that a greater number of iris fanciers will be able to
own it.

Far West – (Kleinsorge, 1936) A warm and mellow
blend of salmon and golden sand, of coral and henna,
with a soft glow at the heart. Originated in the West,
and containing that multitude of tints seen in the
western sky at sundown. Of bold and sturdy growing
habit, the big blooms are well spaced on fine stalks
reaching 40 inches in height. The likeness of this
flower is achieved by a new process and we guarantee
its absolute accuracy, although some reduction is size
was necessary.

The Digital Messenger
Iris News from around the Internet
• AIS now has a blog called World of Irises. Set
up and coordinated by Andi Rivarola (who also
coordinates their Facebook page), you’ll find a
fine stable of writers posting on all kinds of
interesting topics.
Check it out at:
http://theamericanirissociety.blogspot.com/
• The AIS invites you to participate in their annual
Photo Contest. Submissions will be accepted
from April 1 to June 30, 2011. This contest is free
and open to everyone. The winning photo of
each category will be published in the AIS
January Bulletin and on the AIS web site. Prior
year’s winners and honorable mentions can be
viewed on the newly redesigned AIS web site at
www.irises.org.
• AIS 2011 Convention will be held in beautiful
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada and takes
place Sunday May 29 thru Friday June 3, 2011.
HIPS Board Meeting is Monday, May 30, 2011,
11:30am to 12:30pm - HIPS General Meeting/
Program
Friday, June 3, 2011 3:00pm to
4:00pm. Info is available at the link below for
those attending, however registration has now
closed.
www.irises.org/Member_Services/2011_Conventi
on.html

• In Memory - Iris friends we’ve recently lost: Rick
Ernst, Dr. Charles Jenkins, Jim Craig, Jack Grint,
and of course HIPS own Rita Gormley. Their
contributions to the iris world will not be
forgotten.
• Are you on Facebook? Don’t forget to add HIPS
to your friends list. Linda Karr is administering
this page for HIPS and she and others are
posting some great photos. Stop by and see
what’s new. Presby Memorial Gardens, AIS and
many other iris societies are there too!
• After a recent bump in the road, the AIS Iris
Encyclopedia is back on track and growing
daily. You’ll find thousands of upon thousands of
iris listings and photos.
Check it out at:
http://wiki.irises.org/

HIPS Slide Set #6

The Garden of Mrs.
Elizabeth Nesmith
Photos from HIPS Slide Set #6 Fairmount Gardens

Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Nesmith (nee Noble) ran
the acclaimed Fairmount Gardens in Lowell,
Mass., where she specialized in hybridizing
irises (and was eventually awarded the AIS
Hybridizing Medal for her outstanding work),
but she was most remembered for the
phenomenal number of fantastic irises that
she introduced into commerce.
Her
catalogs from the 1920’s to the 1960’s
debuted the creations of the top hybridizers
of the day. She was a charter member of
the American Iris Society, was actively
involved in her local Society as well, and
was known far and wide for her extraordinarily beautiful display garden. Not only did she hybridize irises but she
also created award winning daylillies and hostas. One of her most famous creations was the iris ‘Melitza’, the first
introduced pink with a tangerine beard. There are two iris varieties named for Mrs. Nesmith. Thomas Washington
named ‘Betty Nesmith’ for her in 1934, listed as a dark yellow self. Later Kenneth Smith introduced ‘Elizabeth
Noble’, a recessive amoena from (Helen Collingwood X (Extravaganza x Fort Ticonderoga) descent. It was very
popular with iris lovers in its day. HIPS Slide Set #6 is an extensive set of photographs of her gardens, some of its
distinguished visitors and many of the blooms seen there one Convention visit, and is available for rental (please
see below for details).
For more information about Mrs. Nesmith please see Roots Vol. 11, issue 2, Fall 1998, for an article about her
legacy and a reprint of an article she wrote in 1966. There’s an extensive note about her in the book A Half Century
of Iris as well as in the 1939 checklist hybridizer listing.

Slide Set #6, cont.

Photos: Fairmount Gardens catalog for 1956, Iris “Mexiglow” from Slide Set #6

Please see the HIPS website for a full list of the photographs included in Set #6 and additional Slide
Sets available. HIPS Slide Set rentals are $12 each Please send checks to Robert & Linda Karr,
HIPS Slide Co-Chairs, 205 N. Craig Avenue, Newport, WA 99156. Questions? Call (509) 671-1539
or email iris@sprucecorner.com. Tip O’ the Hat to Janet Smith for scanning SS#6 – watch for a full
gallery of images from it in a future hips-roots.com Photo Gallery update.

Back to…1942
by Laetitia Munro, with photographs by Mike Unser
One of my favorite ‘historic iris’ activities, when I am not trying to grow the durn things, is to get comfy with a good
publication from years gone by, and check out the ‘most popular’ in
the eyes of the American Iris Society at that time. Today, let’s go
back to 1942. A time when perhaps ‘growing bearded iris’ may
have taken a back seat to world war and destruction. Nevertheless,
78 judges of the AIS cast their ballots in an unofficial Iris
symposium to select the “101 most popular iris in cultivation” at the
time.
The winner ‘Wabash’, (Williamson,1936) topped the list for the
third consecutive year. Even today it remains one of the most
popular historic irises being grown. Not only is it striking, with its
dark falls and white standards, it is hardy and one of those iris that
is great for a beginning collection of historic iris. Every garden
needs at least one ‘Wabash’!
So what else did they love in 1942? And which ones still remain in
wide circulation today? Which ones have ‘passed on’ so to speak?
Next in the order of national ranking, and this might surprise you, is
‘City Of Lincoln’. This one, unlike the top iris, is not well known
today. It’s a handsome iris, a variegata which is larger than most of
its day. Developed by H.P. Sass in 1936, its coloring is similar to its
parent ‘Al-Lu-We’, but it’s a larger, more ‘modern’ looking creation.
Unfortunately, its pollen parent, perhaps the one that gave it its
larger form is not known.
OK. Coming in third is the perennial favorite, the Canadian ‘Great Lakes’ (Cousins, 1939) a clear blue self, and a
Dykes winner, that is still widely grown today. Boasting top of the line parentage, maybe a bit surprisingly with a
‘Dominion’ seedling listed as its pod parent, it is tough, blooms readily and has a nice clean form.

In fourth place is ‘The Red Douglas’ (J. Sass, 1937) a magnificent velvety wine red beauty with a gold beard,
another Dykes winner that is still easy to find in historic collections. The only problem is that there are a number of
impostors running around under that name!
1937 also gave us the fifth place iris, the bright ‘Prairie Sunset’ (Sass, 1937). Another beauty, whose golden
bronze coloring continues to be admired with few moderns boasting such a glowing hue. This is followed by ‘Amigo’
(Williamson, 1934), I believe the parent is ‘Wabash’. It too
is a striking garden flower, its standards light violet topping
velvety dark falls. Perhaps its biggest fault is its smaller
size. ‘China Maid’ (Millikin, 1936) is a large pink, a child of
the Dykes winner ‘Dauntless’, and it is not hard to find it in
historic iris collections today. Next is ‘Golden Treasure’
(Schreiner, 1936) which is also still with us, although not
quite as common as some of the others, its pattered yellow
and gold is distinctive and appreciated..
Following is ‘Sable’ (Cook, 1938), undoubtedly prized for
its dark and sultry color and fortunately not tossed aside as
darker and bigger black/purple iris came onto the
marketplace. It sports a bluish beard perhaps inherited
from one of its ancestors, ‘Blue Boy’.
Our next iris ‘Fair Elaine’ (Salbach, 1938) another yellow
and white, was the product of two lines of the new larger
yellows, ‘Happy Days’ (child of ‘W.R. Dykes’) and
‘California Gold’ (Salbach’s West Coast answer to the
‘W.R. Dykes’ line of large yellows). Sadly, for ‘Fair Elaine’
is almost never seen today and not commercially available.
‘Spun Gold’ (Glutzbeck, 1939) another iris with ‘W.R.
Dykes’ in its background, showed a huge jump in the
popularity poll from the year before, While it is smaller than

many popular new yellows, it is hailed as the first ‘velvety’ yellow, and can still be found in many historic iris gardens
today.
Those that are noted which fell out of favor were ‘Naranja’, a dusty ‘orange’ falling from 8th to 24th place and the
reddish but smallish ‘Junaluska’ which fell from 9th to 16th place.
Of the others, I am not going to list all 101 top varieties, but give you the top ranking ones in their color class.
In the whites, the top iris was ‘Mount Washington’ beating out ‘Snow Flurry’. Both still around. Especially ‘Snow
Flurry’, although in my opinion ‘MW’ is a very showy white and becoming rarer, hopefully will not disappear from
historic gardens.
In the bright yellow class, ‘Spun Gold’ is followed by ‘Golden Majesty’ then ‘Yellow Jewel’. Does anyone even
know what happened to ‘Yellow Jewel’? Does anyone even know what it looked like?
The top orange iris was still ‘Naranja’, hanging in there, followed by ‘Radiant’, then ‘Copper Lustre’. I would have
thought that ‘Copper Lustre’ would have beaten out the first two. I would say today it is the most popular of these
three.
In the bronze class, top iris was ‘Louvois’ and it manages to hold favor with many gardeners who prize its
‘brownish’ red appearance. Following it was ‘Matula’, another one whose time may be past.
Top red as we told you above is ‘The Red Douglas’, followed by the smaller ‘Christabel’ and ‘Junaluska’.
Of the pinks, quite a few made the top 101, the highest ranking being ‘China Maid’, and following it were ‘Angelus’
and ‘Lighthouse’, although I would question the latter being called ‘pink’ rather than ‘red’.
Of the light blues, following ‘Great Lakes’ is ‘Shining Waters’ and ‘Gloriole’ the latter two being somewhat
uncommon today. But still can be found in some historic iris gardens.

In the medium blue class the top iris is ‘Missouri’ followed by
‘Sierra Blue’, and the dark purples, after ‘Sable’ are ‘Deep
Velvet’ and ‘Brunhilde’. Sadly, I don’t know of a garden that
still grows ‘Brunhilde’.
It’s no great surprise that the most popular blue plicata is ‘Los
Angeles’, then ‘Florentine’, but a bit more surprising that its
sibling ‘San Francisco’ trails it badly. Today ‘San Francisco’
is the more common of these three.
The most popular yellow plicata is ‘Ruth Pollock’ followed by
‘Balmung’ then ‘Tiffany’. All are with us today. Perhaps the
most popular of the three in modern gardens is ‘Tiffany’.
In the Variegata class, following ‘City Of Lincoln’ is ‘Frank
Adams’ then ‘Marquita’ (‘Marquita’? I didn’t know it was a
variegata!).
And last but not least the blends, headed by ‘Prairie Sunset’,
then Kleinsorge’s ‘Old Parchment’, ‘Melitza’ and ‘Midwest
Gem’. While PS remains quite popular today, probably
because of its brilliant distinctive color and Dykes status, the
other 3 are rarely seen. ‘Midwest Gem’ is here and there, and already mixed up to the extent that people are
growing more than one iris and calling it MG. ‘Old Parchment’ and ‘Melitza’ are both not commercially available
today and I don’t know, but hope, that there are still a few historic gardens which grow it.
Well there you have it! In summary, there are many Dykes Medal winners in the bunch and the group is represented
by a wide variety of colors of iris. Thankfully most are still with us today. A few are among the missing. And a few
are on the edge. How many do you grow?
Did you enjoy this article? Want to see more like it? Send us comments and let us know what you want to read
about in future issues of FLAGS.

Display Garden Spotlight:

Seagate Iris Gardens
Wendy & Julian Browse
Long Sutton Bypass
Long Sutton Lincs PE 129DF, UK
Built on a former potato farm bought in 1999, Seagate
Iris Gardens is now a thriving commercial garden
listing more than 500 varieties, with over 200 being
historic. They are open 7 days a week for visits to see
the irises from April to July. See the HIPS Display
Garden webpage for full information if you plan to visit.

There are numerous gardens across the US and
around the world where historic irises can be viewed.
Check out our website for the 2011 Display Garden
Directory and plan to visit gardens near you this
spring. And Thank You! to all the HIPS members who
participate in this wonderful program and contribute to
raising awareness of as well as preserving historic
irises.

Looking for more on Historics??
The AIS Bulletin had a few articles recently of interest to
HIPS members and historic iris enthusiasts. If you’re
looking for more information about older irises check out
these great articles:
IRISES, the Bulletin of the American Iris Society, July 2010
– Bertrand H. Farr and the Promise of the Rainbow
Fulfilled, by George H. Edmonds. A synopsis of the history
of Bertrand Farr and his iris legacy.
IRISES, the Bulletin of the American Iris Society, July 2010
– Tools of the Trade, by Lynn Markham, discussing new
hybridizing efforts to bring rare pigments discovered in
historics into modern breeding lines.
IRISES, the Bulletin of the American Iris Society, January
2011 – Dr. Kleinsorge, Pioneer in Irises, by Tracy Plotner.
A tribute to a groundbreaking iris hybridizer.
As well, The Fall 2010 issue of ROOTS has hit mailboxes
this spring - featuring a gorgeous cover shot of one of my
favorites, ‘Miss Aravilla’.

From the Iris Inbox:
As Webmaster for HIPS I get numerous e-mails from folks
looking for specific varieties or with questions about an iris they
are growing. Roots used to run ‘letters to the editor’ and
responses to them from other readers and I learned lot from it.
I’d like to bring that back in Flags.

Via email:
Hi Mike, every year I'm asked about this several
times...do you know if anyone has compiled a list
of fragrant historics? In particular I need to know
what the fragrance is, root beer (ALCAZAR),
orange, grape, etc.

Please send your questions, comments, suggestions,
corrections or anything else you’d care to share with us
to: garden.of.mu@gmail.com
Flags is a publication of the Historic Iris Preservation
Society. All content remains copyright of the authors
and is used by permission. Permission to reprint
articles is granted so long as credit for source is given.

Please feel free to share this file!

Greg McCullough, Iris City Gardens
greg@iriscitygardens.com
Unfortunately I have no answer for Greg. Do you know
of a list of historic iris varieties and their specific
fragrance category? Please let us know! – Mike
From HIPS on Facebook:
Seeking information on the names of the historic
iris re-planted at Eudora Welty's home?
Marie C. Almon
HIPS donated irises to this restoration planting in 2000,
I believe. The Spring 2001 issue of ROOTS has all the
information about this garden along with a list of the
irises that were donated. Also check out the April 2005
issue of Smithsonian magazine for an article on
restoring the Eudora Welty garden. – Mike

In the next issue:
History Reflected: Mrs. Arbuckle and Lucky Lindy
Photo Essay: 5 Fabulous Flowers by Fred DeForest
The Iris Photography of Mike Fusaro
… and much more!

