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From the Webmaster: 
The blustery winds of autumn are blowing thru the 
garden today, piling leaves up against the fences and 
sending a chill thru those brave enough to head out 
into it. As the 8th year of my service as webmaster 
comes to a close I have decided to resign the post and 
give someone else a chance to take the HIPS website 
into new and fresh directions. Interested persons 
should contact either me or HIPS President, Gary 
White. You’ll find our contact info on the website. This 
will likely be the last issue of our experiment with 
eZines. I hope you enjoyed the run. We go out with a 

Portrait of ‘Wabash’ from the home of Mary Williamson, now at 
the Wells County Historical Museum, Bluffton, IN. 

 

great issue with a focus on public display gardens. 
Welcome to the newest garden on this list, the Sharlot 
Hall Museum, created by the Prescott Area Iris 
Society. Make plans to visit a public display garden 
near you next spring. They deserve our support.



 



 

Looking Back… 

Lloyd Austin’s Rainbow Offerings for 1957 
 
Lloyd Austin’s later catalogs are an overwhelming riot 
of color and text, bursting with photos, information, 
puzzles, prizes and special offers. His descriptions 
sometimes were over-the-top in exaggeration, but 
were always entertaining. He was one of the first 
American growers to popularize the Aril species and 
hybrids, importing hundreds and doing extensive work 
with them. He offered varieties from across the 
spectrum of iris species and relentlessly promoted the 
genus. When he discovered a seedling of Sydney 
Mitchell’s with proto-horns he saw serendipity instead 
of monstrosity and went on to create and introduce an 
entirely new type of bearded iris – the Space-Ager’s 
with their exuberant horns, spoons and flounces.  
 
Over the years he introduced irises from just about 
every class and numerous species. The Iris Register 
database lists 213 varieties of his and that is only 
counting 1950 to his passing in 1963. His wife, Grace, 
continued the garden for a few years after. Today Mr. 
Austin’s catalogs are collector’s items.  
 
The 1957 issue is typical of the later catalogs. Jam-
packed with information and filled with beautiful 
photos. HIPS members will find a PDF copy of the 
1957 catalog in our website’s library. Read more about 
Mr. Austin at the AIS Iris Encyclopedia:  
 
http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view/Main/Bio/HybridizerAustin
Lloyd 
 
 

 
A few descriptions from the 1957 catalog: 

‘Unicorn’ (Austin, 1954) This is the original, the 
world's first horned Iris. Represents greatest break in 
development of an entirely new and highly decorative 
iris form that has occurred in the last half century of 
intensive Iris breeding. Customary beards, instead of 
reposing quietly on the falls in the normal position, are 
raised and separated from the falls, projecting as 
striking plumed horns. Coloring is bold and contrasting, 
brilliant mulberry standards, and snow white falls, 
prominently edged to match the standards. Beard is 
orange yellow, changing to white and mulberry. Sets 
seed readily and has abundant fertile pollen.  

‘Ballet Dancer’ (Kleinsorge, 1949) A delightful golden 
apricot buff that has such wonderful horizontally-flaring 
falls it is at once a focal point of attention of all iris fans 
within sight of it. Falls stand out like the swirling skirt of 
a ballet dancer.  

‘Judean Bronze’ (Austin, 1957) A huge mahogany-
bronze self, with intricate veining, superb form and a 
most amazing intensely black signal spot by a very 
broad golden-yellow beard. No other known Iris 
displays the remarkable contrast between signal spot 
and beard possessed by this new beauty. Like many of 
my other new Onco hybrids, this comes from 
Auranitica pollen. Even tho Auranitica itself is golden, 
its pollen generally gives bronze offspring when 
crossed with varieties containing purple coloring.  

http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view/Main/Bio/HybridizerAustinLloyd
http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view/Main/Bio/HybridizerAustinLloyd


The Cayeux Legacy at Presby Gardens 
By Laetitia Munro 
 
Of all the European iris hybridizers one can make a good case that the greatest was Ferdinand Cayeux, and it is no surprise that the 
Cayeux iris varieties maintain their popularity in historic iris collections worldwide. Presby Memorial Iris Gardens is home to 56 historic 
Cayeux irises, which may be the most extensive Cayeux collection in the United States, and is also the most well represented foreign 
hybridizer at the gardens. Of course, the history of Cayeux iris is not just of one man. This iris loving family business spans 4 
generations, but it is Ferdinand, the founding father, who created the majority of the historic Cayeux varieties that we see in our 
gardens today. 
  
Ferdinand, together with his friend Leon LeClerc, opened a nursery/seed business on the same street as another noteworthy iris 
hybridizer, Vilmorin, in the city of Paris in 1897, while maintaining a plant nursery not too far away. It was there that he began the large 
scale and methodic iris hybridizing endeavors that produced the Cayeux iris that became some of the greatest cultivars of the first half 
of the 20th century. 
 
The first iris we know with certainty which was developed by Cayeux, ‘Ma Mie’, 
introduced in 1906, is the oldest Cayeux variety at Presby. Its slender stalks hold 
delicate plicata blooms of white ground, lightly penciled in deep lavender. Its falls 
were longer and fuller than the existing plicatas at the time and it enjoyed 
immense popularity. It won the Award of Merit from the Royal Horticultural 
Society in 1916, the equivalent of the Dykes Medal of the day. It was sold in 
Europe and the US, was a staple of many early catalogs and is still fairly common 
in historic gardens today. [Ed.- Watch out for imposters!] Several other Cayeux 
iris were introduced that same year, but have apparently disappeared. There may 
have been one or two more introductions around 1910 and then…nothing.  M. 
Cayeux was busy hybridizing, but before he could grow his new cultivars in 
sufficient quantity and offer for sale, the Great War broke out. It wasn’t until years 
after the end of World War I that the introductions began again in earnest. And 
what emerged from his nursery was nothing short of incredible. By the mid 20’s 
Cayeux is introducing many new varieties each year. 
 
The irises of Cayeux are dramatic and sensual. They span the rainbow, in shades 
and blends that make each more lovely than the last. Curiously, the early Cayeux 
catalogs, which started to be published in the 20’s list only one or two white iris. 
And rarely a plicata of simple beauty like ‘Ma Mie’. Predominantly featured were 
rich blends of rose, copper, purple, burgundy and gold. One of the early Cayeux 
varieties at Presby is ‘Mme. Henri Cayeux’ (1924), which is as hardy as it is 



beautiful. I would think it’s named after his brother Henri’s wife. Look at it once and it is glowing raisin purple, and the next time, it’s a 
brilliant shade of French Bordeaux. Such is the way Cayeux incorporated sunlight into his creations. The sun complimented and 
enhanced the beauty of iris that were so richly blended  that you could not with certainty assign a single color to the flower. 
 

With each generation of iris that came out of the Cayeux nursery, the blooms 
become larger or more unique. A few of the large bloomed Cayeux iris at Presby 
from the 20’s include ‘Thais’ (1926) a rosy mauve pallida unique in coloring.  
‘Don Juan’ (1928) is described in the Cayeux catalog as having immense flowers 
reaching over 3” wide, with broad spreading falls of rosy lilac shaded bronze. 
‘Evolution’ (1929) sported the unbelievable coloring of copper, blue and rose; 
‘Farandole’ (1928) is a bicolor of lilac and rose. ‘Floridor’ (1927) is a self of slate 
blue, which is so distinctive I doubt it has ever been duplicated. ‘Yves Lassailly’ 
(1928) is a smoky cream color which is impossible to describe. Maybe if you think 
of a sky full of thunderclouds before a rainstorm, you might get close.  ‘Numa 
Roumestan’ (1928) was heralded as a candidate for the title ‘reddest’ red to 
date, the French answer to the American Dykes Medal winner ‘Dauntless’. It had 
been misidentified at Presby, but with the help of Phil Edinger it has once again 
claimed its rightful name. Among the lesser known Cayeux iris, ‘Fascination’ 
(1927) was saved from extinction at Presby. Once a noid, a single plant is now 
identified, grown and blooming in 2013. ‘Helios’ (1928) sports a stocky moon 
yellow flower with amber veining through its falls and is extremely generous with 
its blooms. 
 
The thirties were indeed the golden age for Cayeux. Some of their introductions 
from this period growing at Presby are the following. ‘Jean Cayeux’ (1931) won 
worldwide praise for its café au lait coloring; an entirely new color for iris.  It was 
gracious enough to pass on its wonderful tawny color to many descendants, and 
was used by Dr. Kleinsorge in the development of many later brown irises. It is so 
distinctive and is still one of the more popular Cayeux varieties grown in historic 
collections today. ‘Serenite’ (1931), was discovered, quietly growing as ‘Airy 

Dream’ at Presby, but is now displayed under its rightful name. It is one of the tallest and latest Cayeux to bloom, with creamy 
standards and bright, deep lavender falls with excellent substance. ‘Marquita’ (1931) was reintroduced at Presby to grace us with her 
delicate beauty. Unfortunately it is not the hardiest of Cayeux, but certainly makes up for it with its gorgeous rose veining on soft yellow.  
The richly colored ‘Louvois’ (1936) was one of the last to be introduced from the great house of Cayeux before the Second World War 
commenced. 
 
 During this period there were the French Dykes Medals of which Cayeux incredibly won all 11 ever awarded in France. Of these 
Presby grows ‘Pluie D’Or’ (1928), ‘Depute Nomblot’ (1930), ‘Eclador’ (1932), ‘Alice Harding’ (1033), ‘Mme. Maurice Lassailly’ 
(1935) ‘Mme. Louis Aureau’ (1934) ‘Antigone’ (1938) and the aforementioned ‘Jean Cayeux’ (1931).  



 
By the time the 30’s were waning the prolific introductions of Ferdinand were also coming to an end.  The world economy was failing 
and soon World War II enveloped France, closing the door to the development and importation of new Cayeux irises.  Ferdinand 
retired. His son Rene took over the plant business, and in order to survive geared it toward the needs of a country at war with the 
wholesale distribution of potato seeds and animal fodder. At great personal risk he managed to save his father’s breeding stock, and 
Ferdinand kept pollen-daubing.  
 
When the war had ended, American hybridizers had been using the Cayeux irises as parents in their own programs for several years, 
advancing the development of bearded irises. Meanwhile the house of Cayeux needed to rebuild itself and start over with what stock 
they could salvage. There were no more fabulous Cayeux being imported into this country to delight an adoring public for many years. 
 
 A few irises are still introduced in a time when you would think the war put a 
clamp on the hybridizing efforts of Cayeux. The beautiful ‘Esclarmonde’ (1946) 
has somehow found its way to Presby. As Clarence Mahan points out, while Rene 
is listed as the hybridizer, it is really the old man Ferdinand’s creation.  Rene was 
never a hybridizer. ‘Eslcarmonde’ glows like a subtle sunset, capturing the light 
in ways that make the flower seem to be many different shades melded into one - 
the signature of Ferdinand’s style. He passes away in 1948. 
 
The house of Cayeux continued to reinvent itself. The old Cayeux et LeClerc 
business is dissolved but Cayeux reestablishes in Poilly-Les-Gien in 1971 and 
hybridizing continues.  Both Jean, son of Rene, and later Richard, son of Jean, 
follow in the family footsteps and become world class iris hybridizers in their own 
right. 
.  
By the 50’s the world again is blessed with beautiful new Cayeux iris, but times 
are different now.  The iris have a new look; bold extroverts, with contrasting 
colors. Sales are mainly across the Atlantic, as Richard, ever passionate about 
the iris, steers the company toward excellence in Europe. He was awarded the 
Foster Memorial Plaque in 2012 by the British Iris Society for his contribution 
toward the development of the bearded iris. Of their 50’s varieties, the wonderful 
‘Casque D’or’ (1957) has been discovered growing at Presby. It is a large, 
golden, and a very hardy plant; a child of Jean Cayeux.  It has since been shared 
with some of the HIPS community, and today is growing in several HIPS display 
gardens in this country.  
 
Unfortunately some important Cayeux at Presby were lost and it is not known if 
they are still in existence in this country. These include ‘Ensourceleur’, 
‘Imperator’, ‘Nicholas Poussin’, ‘Claude Monet’, ‘Fedora’, ‘Mme. de Sevigne’, 



‘Mme. Abel Chantenay’ and ‘Phebus’, to name a few. There are two missing French Dykes winners. ‘Vert Galant’ became mixed with 
impostors and is now virtually impossible to find. One growing at Presby may or may not be correct. The jury is still out.  ‘Nicole 
Lassailly’ was never a strong grower, and is also gone. 
 
In 2008 an historic iris swap was conducted between Seagate in the UK and Presby. Fortunately, due to the efforts of Julian Browse of 
Seagate Irises who became aware of the partial dissolution of the Lanthelme collection in France and alerts Presby to this event, 
Presby is able to add to their Cayeux collection with some less known cultivars which were not being grown in this country.  The stately 
‘Glacier’ (1962), once prolific but lost at Presby around 2000, is restored to prominence near the front gate. While Cayeux is not 
particularly known for white iris, ‘Glacier’ defies the stereotype in 
its size, stature and substance. It is a joy to behold. Today it is 
only grown by a few in the US.  ‘Coppelia’ (1939), ‘Palerme’ 
(1937), ‘Belle de Juin’ (1960), and other lesser known Cayeux 
creations, have come to us via this exchange and are thriving at 
Presby.  
 
Future plans include tracking down more of the missing but 
important Cayeux iris to add to the Presby collection. We are 
hopeful that ‘Nicole Lassailly’, ‘Fragonard’, and ‘Frivolite’, 
among others, all which once flourished at Presby, can be 
reestablished soon. I would love to see ‘Genevieve Serouge’ 
(1932) or ‘Madame Serouge’ (1929), both named after 
Ferdinand’s wife, found and planted at Presby too, although I 
don’t know if they still exist. And hopefully, from a small start of 
‘Olympio’ recently acquired at my personal garden, this last 
missing Dykes Medal winner will also one day join the others to 
make a complete French DM collection.   
 
Please stop by Presby in bloom season if you can, and take some 
time to enjoy the Cayeux collection. Imagine yourself in 
Ferdinand’s iris fields as the Frenchman is conjuring magic with 
the light of the sun and the palette of the rainbow, as he lovingly 
creates his art and his legacy. You will not be disappointed. 

Information for this article came from AIS Bulletins, the Cayeux website, 
and Clarence Mahan’s Classic Irises and the Men and Women Who 

Created Them, Krieger Publishing, 2007. 
 

Photos by Laetitia Munro and Mike Unser 



 



 



CONVENTION 2016 – THE COUNTDOWN BEGINS! 
Linda Sercus 
Executive Director, Essex County Presby Memorial Iris Gardens 
Photos by Laetitia Munro 
 
This one is for you, my friends at HIPS! Although it has been a long and arduous 
road filled with adventures, challenges, disappointments, restoring the Presby 
Iris Gardens to its former glory has been nothing short of a miracle in so many 
ways, a miracle that continues every year with the most spectacular show of 
irises in a public garden on the planet. As a non-profit public garden, now part of 
the Essex County Parks system, we are continually faced with budgetary 
challenges. Our organization is funded solely by donations, yet the board of 
trustees is valiantly working hard to keep this garden going for yet another 86 
years. It is not easy and we are constantly looking at avenues to increase 
revenue to support the first class garden that it is.   
 
Repairing the damage of years of bad cultivation and disarray in the collection 
was a gardening exercise of faith and patience. The resulting respect for the iris 
as a ‘tough old coot’ to flourish under the right conditions is vast, on all our parts. 
Finding the right organic solution to ridding the collection of borer infestation 
took a few years but that, combined with a magic elixir of composted top soil has 
rewarded us with rhizomes fat and happy, prolific in their increase every year. 
 
But aside from these successes, this convention would never have happened without the support of our Regional Vice President, 
George Boyce, who gave us the required nod to host this convention. A series of events unfolded such that we did not even know the 
potential for hosting 2016 existed before April/May this year. Once it became clear, we shifted gears in our garden maintenance plan for 
summer operations and have already planted out the convention non-bearded irises for the big event.  Next summer we will be digging 
new beds to feature all the bearded irises and replanting existing beds to best show years of collaboration with historic iris lovers across 
the country.  
Planning ahead for May 22, 2016 will begin in earnest this winter. We have the opportunity to present to the iris world a living legacy of 
hybridizing history side by side with all the newest introductions. While smaller displays of historic irises have occurred at past 
conventions, not since the last convention at Presby in 1970 has there been such a vast museum of iris hybridizing history presented at 
a national convention. Imagine the opportunity to view these irises as if you were visiting The Metropolitan Museum of Art where 
paintings and sculptures are often featured by artist in galleries.  All the Sturtevant irises, the Lemon irises, the Sass brothers, Betrand 
Farr to name a few, planted out as if the iris bed is a gallery featuring the hybridizers’ development of their breeding program.  Imagine 
the vista of decades of development showing parentage and offspring side by side.  Imagine being able to see the top AIS award 
winners through the decades still shining in the blooms of May.  That is the Presby of 2016. 



 
We will be asking for your continued support as HIPS members.  We hope to publish a list of “Seeking” this winter and locate sources to 
bring these irises back to the gardens next summer to show off their continued beauty and importance in our history, ready for the big 
show in 2016.   
 
Before I sign off, allow me to give a big shout-out to those HIPS heroes who were instrumental in making Presby what it is today, who 
believed in its worth and potential for the future.   
 
To Laetitia Munro, who steadfastly has acquired untold numbers of historic rhizomes giving us a tremendous diversity of hybridizing 
history, we say thank you.  Her devotion and networking is a big part of our restoration success.  We are so fortunate you are in our 
corner 
 
To Philip Edinger, whom I have never personally met, , but who has supported this project in untold ways, wow, we can never thank 
him enough for his assistance.  Whether sleuthing, listening to lamentations, requiring a photo ID, replacing rare irises from his own 
collection, he never spurned a request for help.  He is a true friend.  And, his recollections of years of iris lore is unparalleled. 
 
To Cameron Hall, an early supporter of this restoration, his trips to Presby despite failing health, his steadfast belief that this could be 
done, to Cameron I say, I only wish you could be here.  You would be thrilled.  
 
To Mike and Anne Lowe, your kindness and generosity of spirit when we first met, was gratefully accepted and helped motivate forging 

ahead accepting the challenges and enjoying the fruits of success. 
 
To Clarence Mahan, an iris historian revered for his knowledge and his 
intellect, a man who was indeed, irreplaceable in his talent for inspiring the 
love of the history of not only the irises, but the hybridizers’ stories, we can 
only say humbly, thanks for his encouragement, his belief in our goals and his 
gift of Ethel Peckham watercolors for our museum collection.  He is already 
missed. 
 
To Keith Keppel, the rock star of irises, his kindness to me personally the few 
times I’ve actually had the honor of sitting and chatting with him always 
endorsed the notion of the importance of Presby continuing to exist.  It meant 
the world to me and made me determined to keep at it. 
 
To Mike Unser, we are honored that a large representation of his iris collection 
was sent to Presby this summer.  Mike has been a quiet supporter of Presby 
assisting us in any way he can, and we are looking forward to watching his 
irises thrive and bloom in New Jersey.  We appreciate his confidence in our 
garden. 



 
To Barbara Walther and John Wister, what a legacy and road map they left for us to follow.  I only wish that for one moment, they could 
see the gardens again, and that we could thank them for the genius, fortitude and belief in building this project and what it could mean 
to the iris world.  It has been exhilarating to recreate this historic monument to the genus Iris. 
 
As much of a curmudgeon that I am, and NOT a big fan of technology, I am starting a blog soon recording our thoughts and the journey 
to convention.  Please continue to check our website for updates.  www.presbyirisgardens.org. 
 
Only 934 days to go!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
With gratitude. 

 

http://www.presbyirisgardens.org/


Varietal Spotlight: 
 

‘Barbara Walther’ 
 
(Casselman, 1959) TB 37” M 
 
Parentage: Tranquility x (New Snow x ((San Francisco x 
Theolinda) x Minnie Colquitt)) x Spanish Peaks))) 
 
Barbara Walther maintained the Presby Memorial Iris 
Gardens for more than five decades. After am initial 
reluctance she agreed to head the garden and was 
instrumental in getting the land purchased and acquiring 
thousands of iris cultivars for planting. It was her vision, 
leadership and meticulous standards that gave us the 
gardens as we know them today. In 1975 her home was 
purchased by the Citizen’s Committee and made a part 
of the gardens, and in 2009 the house and grounds were 
purchased by Essex County where they remain as the 
crown jewel of Irisdom. 
 
The iris named in her honor is the creation of Dr. Arthur 
Casselman, of Camden, NJ. It is tall, with strong stems 
which hold large, heavily substance flowers of purest 
white. It is a fitting tribute to an amazing woman.  
 
Linda Sercus, Presby’s Executive Director, writes:  

“Dr. Casselman was a New Jersey hybridizer who 
was very engaged with Barbara Walther at the 
gardens. He was a fixture during bloom season. After 
the big 'to-do' of Region 19, arguing back and forth 



about hosting the AIS Convention in 1961, it was finally settled. My hunch is Dr. 
Casselman wanted to name a seedling after Barbara to feature during the 
convention. They must have had conversations back and forth about this 
idea. Everyone who knew Barbara knew her favorites among all the irises that came 
into the gardens during her tenure were the pure blues. With the official request from 
Barbara to use her name for this introduction, she replied that it would be fine, 
however, "...you know I wanted a blue!” 
 
Over fifty years later, we at the gardens believe Dr. Casselman made the right 
choice. The iris Barbara Walther is tough as nails!  She is among the tallest of bloom 
stalks, doesn't bend in the wind, droop in the rain, she is among the first to bloom 
during bloom season, and continues to bloom right through to the end. As a 
sentimental gesture, we have planted a full display of Barbara at the tip of the triangle 
looking out over the full run of beds.  Barbara has a bird's eye view of every bloom 
season! 
 
P.s.  We have Barbara's sibling iris as a numbered seedling still growing here today!” 

 
  
 
Left: Dr. Casselman with 
his iris ‘Barbara Walther’ 
at Presby Gardens.  
 
Above right: line drawing 
of Barbara Walther.  
 
Right: Barbara Walther 



 







 



 



 







Why the Sharlot Hall Museum? 
Dennis Luebkin 
President, Prescott Area Iris Society, AR 
 
 
On the first day of our summer iris sale at the Sharlot Hall 
Museum, while helping to plant the first portion of the historic 
iris gardens there, I was asked by a young woman who was 
visiting the museum why we would plant historic iris gardens 
there.  I’m sure there are others who have asked the same 
question, so let me lend some back ground to why the Prescott 
Area Iris Society (PAIS) has selected to do the development of 
these Historic Iris Gardens at Sharlot Hall.  
 
PAIS and the Sharlot Hall Museum have a long standing 
relationship. We hold our largest annual two day sale at the 
museum each year and make annual donations to the 
Museum. My wife and I are both members of the museum and 
also volunteers there.  Several of our other members are also 
members of the museum and/or volunteers there. Many of the 
staff at the museum are interested in iris and ask me questions 
on how to grow them each time I visit.  They recognize me 
when at the museum as being from PAIS and call me the iris 
man. 
 
PAIS has been investigating and seeking a venue for the 
creation of a Historic Iris Garden in the Prescott Area for several years. Although other locations have been investigated, PAIS felt that 
the Sharlot Hall Museum was a top contender and a most desirable location.  Although there are some non-commercial iris gardens 
across the country, iris gardens in public venues are few. Historic iris gardens are quite rare. There are no public historic iris gardens in 
the state of Arizona.  Most of the iris gardens occur in the Midwest, East Coast states, the Northwestern states and California.  Venues 
which have Iris gardens see several hundred to several thousand people annually come through the gardens during the bloom season 
which is generally April through June. People love iris, iris are not only beautiful, they are nostalgic, reminding people of earlier simpler 
times, of parents, grandparents and great grandparents that grew them. Our PAIS Iris displays at the Sculpture Garden at Yavapai 
College are a favorite venue during the bloom season with staff, students, and visitors from both in state and out of state coming to see 
the bloom display each year along with the sculpture.  
 



Irises have had a long history in America. The first record of iris in America dates back to the Jamestown Colony in Virginia. The iris in 
use at that time had origins that were as early as the year 1500.The settlers of the west brought with them iris from their homes in the 
east. Those same iris traveled west with the settlers of the Prescott area and some of these earliest varieties can now be found in the 
old Citizens’ Cemetery in Prescott today. Iris from the late 1700’s to the mid twentieth century was the most popular flower in any 
garden of that period. They were the Queen of the Garden for 150 years. Nearly every garden of that period had iris. They were planted 
in home gardens, ranches, farms, wealthy homes and poor shacks. They were the hardiest of plants and flowers, being able to 
acclimate to almost any climate and location.  
 
In deciding to create the historic iris gardens, Sharlot Hall Museum was selected by PAIS for several reasons. The Sharlot Hall Museum 
offers the historical and cultural emphasis which matches the time frame of the historic iris suggested to be displayed and preserved 
there. The climate of the museum site is a more temperate climate in the area, not excessively cold nor excessively hot and dry. The 
elevation of approximately 5200 ft. is desirable here for growing iris of many varieties that have difficultly growing in other areas.   It is 
also a venue where the iris can be displayed appropriately by time period along with the architecture and culture of that period. Sharlot 
Hall provides a unique opportunity to display and enhance that total package by providing a historic garden setting. Many existing iris 
gardens display only iris without their relation to the period architecture or culture of the time.  The location of this venue is also in the 
heart of the tourist district. The museums location provides a suitable place to display these gardens and the iris provide an additional 
draw for the museum during the bloom season. 
 

Sharlot Hall Museum Historic Iris Gardens will showcase 
historic irises from the early settlement period of Arizona with 
varieties from the years 1500 to the year 1943 which is the year 
that the Arizona historian Sharlot Hall died. These gardens will 
show the progression of the collection and early hybridization of 
the iris from the early 16th century to the mid-20th century.  
 
Historic irises, especially some of the older varieties, are 
difficult to come by. Numerous varieties that will be planted at 
Sharlot Hall are considered rare - some very rare. In 
investigating certain iris varieties it was thought by some that 
several of these varieties had been lost or were no longer 
available.  PAIS did in fact, with the assistance HIPS members, 
locate some of these older iris varieties that were thought to be 
long gone.  
 
It is for these reasons that PAIS decided to proceed with this 
historic garden project. This project has gained the interest of 
both the American Iris Society (AIS) and the Historic Iris 
Preservation Society (HIPS).  After placing an online 
description on the HIPS website of what was proposed at 



Sharlot Hall the flood gates of response was opened. PAIS has received donations of historic iris for this garden project from numerous 
private and public sources across the US and Canada.  PAIS want s to thank the HIPS and AIS Region 15 Communities for their 
response and support of this project. These gardens when completed will truly be a show case display garden for our state, region and 
community as is the Sculpture and Iris Gardens at Yavapai College in Prescott. The best way to promote the work of AIS and HIPS is to 
reach out into our respective communities with public service beautification and preservation projects like this to enhance our 
communities, improve our environments and provide relevance to what we do and wish to achieve. 
 

We consider this historic iris preservation 
project and our relationship with the 
Sharlot Hall Museum to be important and 
a project of note in beautifying our 
community which we in Prescott can all 
take pride in. Development of these 
gardens is a long range project which will 
take several years to accomplish. There 
has been considerable interest from the 
public and community. Our membership in 
PAIS has increased due partly to the 
relevant types of projects that have been 
initiated creating an environment of pride 
and interest in what we do in the 
community, enthusiasm in the 
membership along with purpose and 
relevance to interest younger new 
membership. 
 
Oh, and by the way, after the explanation 
I gave to the young woman who originally 
asked the question of why gardens at 
Sharlot Hall, she introduced herself as a 
member of the Parks Board for the City of 
Glendale, AZ and asked if we could do 
gardens at one of their historic park sites 
in Glendale. Upon hearing that I thanked 
her for the interest in the project but I 
politely said no, we only do this volunteer 
work in Prescott, but suggested she 
contact the local iris society in the 
Phoenix area for assistance. 



In Memory 

Clarence E. Mahan passed away on Sept. 28, 2013. He was a 
past president of HIPS, the Society for Japanese Irises, and the 
Reblooming Iris Society; he was also a nationally and 
internationally recognized iris judge. In 2004 he was awarded 
the AIS Distinguished Service Medal and had been presented 
the Distinguished Service Award from HIPS.  
 
He was also an avid hybridizer, having introduced TBs, 
medians, Siberians, Japanese and several species crosses. 
The 25 varieties accredited to him in the Iris Register include 
his own creations, unregistered relics from iris history, as well 
as three varieties of Japanese Irises on behalf of Hiroshi 
Shimizu. His MTB ‘Reminiscence’ won the Williamson-White 
Medal in 2002 and many of his varieties have won Awards of 
Merit, including ‘Petit Louvois’, ‘Robin Goodfellow’, 
‘Sylvanshine’, and ‘Suky’, which was named for his wife. 
Likewise, the iris named in his honor by Dr. Zurbrigg, ‘Clarence’ 
(2000), became quite renowned, and nearly won the Dykes 
Medal. 
 
One long-time HIPS member tells us:  Clarence is the man who 
got me interested in historic irises, back in the 1990s. He 
invited my husband and me to see his wonderful iris collection. 
Clarence and Suky were as warm and welcoming as they could 
be, and we left with many gift irises along with the few we 
purchased. 
 
Clarence was always generous with his time, his knowledge 
and his plants. His 2007 book Classic Irises, and the Men and Women Who Created Them is a fitting legacy and a 
treasure to lovers of historic irises. He will be fondly remembered. Find more memories of Clarence at AIS here: 
http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view/Main/Bio/HybridizerMahanClarence 

http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view/Main/Bio/HybridizerMahanClarence


An Update from the Bluffton Memorial Garden 
By Jerry Oswalt, IN 
 
It has been a year of both extreme highs and lows. I would hate to ask for another year like this, but again I would hate to pass it up. 
Last winter a friend emailed me and told me Iris City Garden’s website mentioned they had a photo of Mary receiving the Dykes 
Memorial Medal for her iris Wabash 1936. I emailed Greg and Macy McCullough, owners of Iris City Gardens, and asked about the 
photo. The photo shows AIS President, W. J. McKee handing Mary the Medal. Acquiring a copy of this photo was a welcome surprise. 
Then just recently I received a call from a member of Mary’s family in New York asking if I'd like to have Mary's Dykes Medal for 
Wabash. I'd looked for the medal for 25 years. The family had previously sent the Museum a AIS Silver Medal awarded to E.B. 
Williamson for his iris ‘Geo. J. Tribolet’, named after a member of his wife's family.   We'd also been given another AIS Silver Medal 
E.B. had been awarded for the iris ‘Cinnabar’. In our collection at the Museum we now have E.B.'s two Silver Medals, Mary's Dykes 
Medal, and all three Dykes Medals won by Paul Cook for his irises ‘Sable Night’, ‘Whole Cloth’, and ‘Allegiance’, plus a large frame of 
Medals won by Paul including the Foster Memorial Plaque, two gold Medals, one of the Italian Gold Medals for his first iris ‘E. B. 
Williamson. There are also several Median Iris Society Medals, plus a few others included. 
 
Good news for the museum is offset by bad news in the garden. I’ve grown irises for over 50 years without ever fertilizing or using any 
chemicals or sprays or having any trouble with pests. This past year I was hit really hard by the iris borer and lost two complete gardens 
of Cook and Williamson iris I'd collected from all over the country. A few irises I'd had in pots survived, and Mike Unser sent me some 
he was digging this year. I thought the irises in the Bluffton Memorial Garden had survived the borer but later this fall the large clump of 
Wabash shows what may be borer infestation. Never having had to fight borer it is going to be a battle next spring to save the Memorial 
Garden. 
 
This morning I found a large box on my porch and I couldn't get into it fast enough.  Anne Gutting, the family in New York that sent 
Mary's Dykes Medal, sent another item they said was Mary's. I opened it and found a large, framed black and white photo of 
Wabash that had hung in Mary’s home. Along with the two copies of watercolor paintings of E.B.'s irises it ought to make an impressive 
display. The display is now taking shape and contains enough material to make it all worth seeing. Now to concentrate on the Memorial 
Garden. I still have a few irises to move up there if they survived the borer. It is small garden but, along with the Museum, any iris lover 
passing through Bluffton will have an excuse to stop and smell the roses… er, irises now. 

_________ 
 
Below are photos of the Cook - Williamson case at the Wells County Historical Museum, showing clippings, photos, and artifacts 
collected to save the history of the Bluffton, IN, iris hybridizers. Left case contains information relating to Paul and Emma Cook. The 
right case is dedicated to the history of Edward E.B. Williamson, and daughter Mary Williamson. The center case contains E.B.'s vest, 
Webb belt w/ specimen bottles, and his cameras. Upper door has a stained glass panel depicting iris and dragonfly. Below and left of 
E.B.'s picture are the 3 photos of the irises E.B. named after his daughters. Dorothea, Jane Williamson, and Mary Williamson. To the 
right of that is the photo of Lent A. Williamson, named after his father. The first tetraploid registered in the U.S. Center framed picture is 
of E.B. at his desk at Michigan State University, Museum of Zoology. Lower left of E.B.'s picture is AIS award and photo of iris ‘Pewee’ 



34 registered in E.B.s name a year after his death. Bottom left is a plaster plaque of E.B. sitting at his desk, made by a student at 
Michigan State. Upper right is a photo of Mary Williamson. To her right is the 1940 Dykes Medal she was awarded for ‘Wabash’ 1936, 
encircled by news clippings of the award. Below is a picture of Mary being presented the award at the AIS convention in Nashville, TN, 
on the "Old Dirt Dobbers" radio program. Below that is news clippings and photo of WABASH. Below that is award and photo of Mary's 
iris ‘Master Charles’ 43. Bottom right are two AIS Silver Medals awarded to E.B. Williamson for his two iris ‘Geo. J. Tribolet’ 26, and 
‘Cinnabar’ 28





Spring Memories: The Muncie, IN, Iris Club examines the Dykes Medal collection in Sterling Tracy’s garden, 2013. 
 
 

 



 


